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Press release on Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s telephone conversation with Minister of
Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates of the Kingdom of
Morocco Nasser Bourita

On December 3, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov spoke by phone with Minister of Foreign Affairs,
African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates of the Kingdom of Morocco Nasser Bourita.
The ministers discussed the state of affairs regarding the most significant areas of multifaceted interstate
cooperation, including strengthening foreign policy coordination and developing business ties and cultural
exchanges. It was noted with satisfaction that consistent progress was made towards implementing the provisions
of the Statement on Deeper Strategic Partnership, adopted in 2016.
A high assessment was given to the activities of the Intergovernmental Mixed Commission on Economic
and Scientific-Technical Cooperation as an effective mechanism for bringing closer the interests of business
communities and agreeing on promising projects, in particular in the petrochemical, pharmaceutical, automotive
and other science-intensive areas. The parties also noted the importance of the updated Intergovernmental
Agreement on Marine Fishing Cooperation, concluded online in September-October 2020, given the relative
importance of this segment in the entire complex of bilateral relations.
When exchanging views on key aspects of the international and regional agenda, the main focus was on
developments in the Middle East and North Africa, as well as in Western Sahara. The ministers reaffirmed the
principled position of both countries in favour of resolving conflicts exclusively by political and diplomatic
means, through an inclusive national dialogue and without any outside interference.
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In this context, the ministers emphasised the need for further coordination of the international
community’s efforts to bring the approaches of the Libyan parties closer together in the interests of forming
unified authorities in accordance with the decisions of the Berlin Conference and UN Security Council
Resolution 2510.
In connection with the aggravation of the situation in Western Sahara, Mr Lavrov called on the parties
involved to show restraint, observe the ceasefire and restore the negotiation process under the auspices of the
UN.
The interlocutors agreed to step up cooperation within the Russian-Arab Forum at the level of foreign
ministers. The next meeting of the Forum is to be held in Morocco.
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